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Burma, or America. The artisans are all of separate castes, and the members of each caste are as proud of their rank and calling as if they practised some exclusive art. In many cases they are not paid for their work in hard cash: they get some land rent free for their support, which the women and children cultivate, and they always get their customary dues at harvest time. The blacksmith makes the hoes, the ploughshares, the iron utensils which may be necessary in cooking, and other things of that kind, and supplies them to the people who want them, without any money or only nominal payments passing immediately between them. The potter supplies the pots and the sweeper performs his duties in the same way, being recompensed by gifts from the better class of persons, and mutual services from their fellow - artisans, such as the carpenter, the blacksmith, and the weaver.
No account of village life would be complete without a description of the Fakir. He lives in a little hut or cave (if there is a cave) away from the village, so as to be free, and far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife. What he does there nobody knows. He is a mysterious being, who appears with only a loin cloth round his waist, apparently quite indifferent to the praise or blame of the world. He rarely enters into conversation about the ordinary affairs of mankind, and the gifts he receives in charity are those which his disciples and admirers beg